The Phonics Screening Check

What is Phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. They are taught how to:

. Recognise the sounds that individual letters make
. Identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make-such as 'sh’ or '00’
. Blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word

Children can then use this knowledge to 'decode’ new words that they hear or see. This
is the first important step in learning to read. The children are taught to read words by
blending, which means pushing all the sounds together to make a word. The children are
taught to spell words by segmenting, which means sounding out words, using their
‘phoneme fingers’, and writing down the sounds they can hear.
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~ If your child is struggling to decode a word,
help them by encouraging them to say each
sound in the word from left to right.

~ Blend the sounds by pointing to each one,
e.g. /ng/ in sing, /ee/ in been and then putting
them together to read the word.

~ Read as much as possible to and with your
child.




